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 As a transitional arrangement, the name and particulars of each registered dentist 
currently on the resident list of the GR will be transferred to the practising list of Part 1 (full 
registration) of the GR.  Registered dentists on the non-resident list of the GR will be transferred 
to the non-practising list of Part 1 (full registration) of the GR.  On the said transfer, an existing 
registered dentist is to be regarded as a person with full registration and is not required to register 
afresh.   
 

Starting from 1 January 2025, the Dental Council of Hong Kong (“the Council”) can 
approve applications for new registration pathways including limited registration, special 
registration and temporary registration.  Please refer to the following Council’s website for 
details of the new types of registration – 

 
https://www.dchk.org.hk/en/registration_dentists/index.htm 

 
(B) Revamped Composition and Structure of the Council 
 

To enable the Council to cope with its additional statutory functions, the Council’s 
composition will be expanded from 12 to 19 in Phase 1 and gradually to 24 in Phase 3.  The 
expanded composition and structure of the Council are set out in Annex B.  
 
(C) Definition of Practising Dentistry 
 

The definition of “practising dentistry” under section 2(2) of the existing DRO has been 
in force since 1940.  Throughout several decades, the dental professions have evolved drastically 
in view of new technologies and industry practices.  It is essential to update the definition to 
avoid creating loopholes for lay persons to offer dental advice or services to the public.  The 
services specified under Schedule 2 of the amended DRO (Annex C) for the meaning of 
“practising dentistry” will take effect from 1 January 2025 while the services specified in 
column 3 of Part 1 of Schedule 3 will come into operation on the day(s) to be appointed by the 
Secretary for Health by notice published in the Gazette. 
 
(D) Mandatory Continuing Professional Development Requirement 
 

Under the amended DRO, the Council is empowered to determine continuing 
professional development (“CPD”) requirement for issuing practising certificates.   The current 
plan is to make the CPD requirement mandatory upon the end of the current CPD cycle, i.e. 
1 January 2026, details of which will be announced in Q3 of 2025. 

 
 Dentists who have enrolled in the CPD Programme in the current CPD cycle are not 

required to enroll again if they wish to continue their participation in the new CPD cycle.  
However, should you decide to change to another CPD Programme Administrator in the new 
CPD cycle starting from 2026, you should inform your existing CPD Programme Administrator 
accordingly.  For new enrollees who intend to join the CPD Programme, they should enroll with 
one of the CPD Programme Administrators accredited by the Council.  Please note that 
individual CPD Programme Administrators will have their own fee structures for their services.  
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(E) Revision of Fees 
 

The existing fees for various items under the DRO have been in effect since 2016.  A 
schedule of updated fees under the amended DRO will come into effect on 1 January 2025.  
Please refer to the Council’s website for details.  
 

https://www.dchk.org.hk/docs/Revision_of_fee_1_Jan_2025_en.pdf 
 
(F) Issue of Annual Practising Certificate 
 

The practising certificate 2024 will expire on 31 December 2024.  Every registered 
dentist who intends to continue practising dentistry in Hong Kong in 2025 must apply for issue of 
practising certificate 2025.  The notice of application for practising certificate 2025 was issued 
to all dentists in late September 2024.   

 
 Under the existing arrangement, dentists who apply for issue of practising certificates 
are only required to pay the requisite fee without submitting any application form.  However, 
applications for practising certificate 2025 reaching the Council on or after 1 January 2025 
onwards must be made in the specified form with the new fee of $745 (instead of the existing fee 
of $555).  The general demand notes issued in September 2024 for the payment of practising 
certificate 2025 for the amount of $555 will no longer be valid in 2025.  The relevant application 
form for practising certificate will be available on the Council’s website in 2025.  Practising 
certificates will be issued to dentists subject to the approval of the Council. 
 
(G) New Rules regarding Certificates of Dentists 
 
(i) Certificate of Registration 
 
 Dentists are no longer required to display Certificate of Registration with effect from 
1 January 2025.  This is in line with the practice of other healthcare professionals. 
 
(ii) Practising Certificate 
 
 As mentioned in section (A) above, the existing “resident list” and “non-resident list” 
under the GR will be redefined as “practising list” and “non-practising list” respectively under 
Part 1 of the GR with effect from 1 January 2025.   
 
 Registered dentists on the practising list (i.e. currently known as resident list) should 
apply for practising certificate annually with specified form for practising in Hong Kong.   
 
(iii) Retention Certificate 
 
 Under the amended DRO, registered dentists on non-practising list (i.e. currently known 
as non-resident list) should apply for retention certificate every three years for retaining their 
names on the non-practising list.    

 
 On the transfer of a dentist’s name from the existing non-resident list to the 
non-practising list on 1 January 2025, the dentist is to be regarded as having been issued a 
retention certificate to be in force until 31 December 2025.  The Council will issue a letter to 
dentists on the non-practising list before expiry of the respective retention certificate to alert them 

https://www.dchk.org.hk/docs/Revision_of_fee_1_Jan_2025_en.pdf

















